


What is Family 
Science Night? 

 



Science Planning 
 



Family Science 

 Night Stations 

 



Surface 

Tension 

Materials:  
6 + bottles of water 
6 + pipettes 
disposable plates 
Pennies 
Paper towels 



Purpose 
  

  
Performing the experiment 

  

 

Penny Float!  

Surface Tension 



Think about it! 

  

Explanation 
 

 



Penny Float!  

Surface Tension 

Make a prediction!  
Think: How many drops of water will 

fit on the head of a penny? 

Did you know that 
scientists do things many 

times? We call these 
trials! Go again! 



Call Me! 

Materials:  
Bathroom paper cups 
Paper clips 
String 
scissors 



Purpose 
  

  

Performing the experiment 
  

 

Call Me! 



Think about it! 

  

Explanation 
 

 



Call Me! 

Make a prediction!  
What do you think you will hear? 

…

Did you know that taut 
means the same as tight? 
The opposite word for taut 

is slack or loose! 



Coke 

Geysers! 

Materials:  
Diet Coke  
Mentos 
Geyser Tube 
Legs to run!  



Purpose 
  

  

Performing the experiment 
  

 

Geysers! 



Coke Geysers! 

Make a prediction!  
What do you think you will happen? 

…

Think! Do you think you’d get 
a different reaction with 
more or less mentos?  



Note:  
Hide a butterfly and 

insect rubbing stations 
are used near a “garden”. 
This garden may be a 
painted bulletin board, or 
a huge poster of a 

garden. Students will be 
coloring, cutting, etc. and 
putting their creations 
“in” the “garden”. Adults 
at this station will help 

put up students’ 
butterflies and insect 
rubbings by stapling or 

taping it up.  



Hide a 

Butterfly 

Materials:  
Crayons 
Scissors 
Bulletin board paper 
w/painted garden 
scene 
Stapler 



Purpose 
  

  

What to do 
  

 

Hide a Butterfly! 



 





 



Insect 

Rubbing 

Materials:  
Crayons 
Scissors 
Insect rubbing plates 
Stapler 



Purpose 
  

  

What to do 
  

 

Insect Rubbing 



Insta 

Snow 

Materials:  
Water 
Petri-dishes 
Steve Splanger snow  
Pipettes  



Purpose 
  

  

Performing the experiment 
  

Explanation 

Insta Snow 



Insta Snow 

Make a prediction!  
What do you think you will happen? 

…

1 

With the rest of your 
snow, test what happens 
when you add more water! 



We scream 

for  

ice-cream 

Materials:  
Chocolate Milk 
Salt 
Ice 
Ziplock bags (gallon) 
Ziplock bags (small) 
Spoons 
Paper Towels 



Purpose 
  

  

Performing the experiment 
  

 

We Scream for Ice-cream!  



Think about it! 

  

 
 



We Scream for Ice-Cream!  

Identify the state of matter! 
  

 
milk 

 
Zip-lock bag 

 
ice 

 
salt 



Tree 

Rings 

Materials:  
Tree Ring Cookies 
Pencils 
Recording Sheet 



Purpose 
  

  

What to do 
  

 

Tree Rings 



Think about it! 

  

Notes 
•

•

•

•



Tree Rings 

Draw your tree ring in the box 
above.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Slime! 

Materials:  
Steve Spanglers Slime Kit 
Beakers (15ml) 
Popsicle stick 
Small ziplock bags 



Purpose 
  

  

What to do 
  

 

Slime 



Slime Time! 
Describe! 

Describe the slime. Color, texture, 
odor and anything else you observe. 

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 

 
 
   
 

Slow Pull Test 
Grab a glob of slime with 
your fingers and slowly pull 
on the ends. What happens? 
Does it stretch or break? 
Write your observations. 

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Blob test 
Roll your slime into a ball. Sit 

it on your plate. What 
happens? 

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 



Insta 

Worms 

Materials:  
Steve Spangler Insta 
Worm Kit 
Ziplock bags 



Purpose 
  

  

What to do 
  

 

Insta worms 



Think about it! 

 Explanation  



Rocket 

Science and 

potato 

launchers 

Materials:  
Potatoes 
Potato Launchers 
Rockets 
Air Pumps 



Rock 

On! 

Materials:  
Rocks 
Aims Handout 



AIMS handout 
inserted here. Source: 
Primarily Earth “My Rock” 

link:  
http://store.aimsedu.org/aims_store/index.php?di

spatch=products.view&product_id=819 

http://store.aimsedu.org/aims_store/index.php?dispatch=products.view&product_id=819
http://store.aimsedu.org/aims_store/index.php?dispatch=products.view&product_id=819
http://store.aimsedu.org/aims_store/index.php?dispatch=products.view&product_id=819
http://store.aimsedu.org/aims_store/index.php?dispatch=products.view&product_id=819
http://store.aimsedu.org/aims_store/index.php?dispatch=products.view&product_id=819


The  

Amazing 

Windbag! 

Materials:  
Windbags 
Handouts 



Pinch  

And  

Mix 

Materials:  
Zip-Lock bags 
Steve Spangler Pinch 
and Mix 
Spoons 



Purpose 
  

  

What to do 
  

 

Pinch and Mix 



Magnetic  

vs.  

Non magnetic 

Materials:  
Magnets 
Pencils 

Various objects 



Magnetic vs. non-magnetic 

  



Build  

A  

Terrarium  

Materials:  
Sand 

Pebbles 
Soil 

Plants 
Empty & Pre-Cut 
Water Bottles 



Purpose 
  

  

What to do 
  

Terrariums 



Example of Assignments for Volunteers  

Name Station location 
Alaniz (sub: Worden) Sign In  entrance 

B. Martinez (sub needed) Sign In  entrance 

Silvas (sub needed) Sign In  entrance 

Flores Sign In  entrance 

Nava Tree Rings under pavillion 

Dishman (Sub: Vangie Lopez) Tree Rings under pavillion 

Rhodes Slime Station under pavillion 

Gorbet Slime Station under pavillion 

L.West (sub needed) instaWorms under pavillion 

Robertson InstaWorms under pavillion 

O'Reilly InstaWorms under pavillion 

JH Rocket! Science & Potatoe Guns outside 

Green Rocket! Science & Potatoe Guns outside 

Davis Rocket! Science & Potatoe Guns outside 

Chaney InstaSnow cafeteria 

M. Hinojosa (Zambrano) InstaSnow cafeteria 

Meza (sub needed) Call me! cafeteria 

Sullivan Call me! cafeteria 

Trevino (sub needed) Call me! cafeteria 

Snyder We Scream for IceCream! under pavillion 

Avelar (sub needed) We Scream for IceCream! under pavillion 

Hiracheta We Scream for IceCream! under pavillion 

Norris We Scream for IceCream! under pavillion 

Betz We Scream for IceCream! under pavillion 

Gonzalez We Scream for IceCream! under pavillion 

Shepard Surface Tension cafeteria 

Zuris Surface Tension cafeteria 

Jackson (Middleton) Rock On! cafeteria 

Aleman (sub needed) Rock On! cafeteria 

Hamilton (sub: Tomlinson) The Amazing Windbag under pavillion 

JH The Amazing Windbag under pavillion 

Snedeker Hide a Butterfly/Insect Rubbing library hall 

Hunt (sub: Vineyard) Hide a Butterfly/Insect Rubbing library hall 

Thomas Coke Geyser under pavillion 

JH Coke Geyser under pavillion 

Sorrells Coke Geyser under pavillion 

Carver Pinch & Mix cafeteria 

Carver Pinch & Mix cafeteria 

Alvarado gofer/sub everywhere 

Chapman gofer/sub everywhere 

Howell (sub needed) Magnetic vs. Non-magnetic cafeteria 

JH Build a Terrarium cafeteria 

JH Build a Terrarium cafeteria 



The following Signs are for 
you to Laminate, cut and 
post on walls where your 
station may be located. 

 
 

Examples of “invites”, flyers, 
are also shown. We are now 
using mailing labels to put on 
the students the night of 
science night as a reminder. 

 
If you have any other 

creative ideas, please share 
and leave a comment on my 
TpT account: Second Grade 

Cup of Tea.  
 

Thank you! 



 ou  re  

invited  

6: 30 
Bring your family for 

fun science 
experiments, pizza, 
prizes and more! 



 
Tonight!!!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember Family 
Science Night! 
When: Tonight,  

December 6, 2007 
Where: Petty 
Elementary 

Time: 6:00-7:30 

 

 
Tonight!!!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember Family 
Science Night! 
When: Tonight,  

December 6, 2007 
Where: Petty Elementary 

Time: 6:00-7:30 

 
Tonight!!!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember Family 
Science Night! 
When: Tonight,  

December 6, 2007 
Where: Petty 
Elementary 

Time: 6:00-7:30 

 

 
Tonight!!!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember Family 
Science Night! 
When: Tonight,  

December 6, 2007 
Where: Petty Elementary 

Time: 6:00-7:30 
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Thank you for downloading 

this file!. I have only compiled 
these activities into one file 
for my schools’ FSN night. 

This file could not have been 
possible without the help of 
the following resources: 

 
Steve Spangler Science 

AIMS Education Foundation 
Project Wild 

Sandia National Laboratories 
Texas A&M Corpus Christi’s 

Earth Mobile 
The Science Spot 
Dr. Robert McDonald 

 

http://www.stevespanglerscience.com/
http://www.aimsedu.org/
http://www.projectwild.org/
http://www.sandia.gov/ciim/ASK/fsn.html
http://sci.tamucc.edu/~earthmobile/resources_teachers.htm
http://sci.tamucc.edu/~earthmobile/resources_teachers.htm
http://sciencespot.net/
http://sci.tamucc.edu/wiki/SMTE-NSTA/HomePage


Please note: 
another FSN packet 
will be available with 
more stations 
that you can do 
with less $$$ and 
household items. 
(like glue, borax, 

etc.) 
If you have any 

questions, 
comments or ideas, 
feel free to email 

me at 
chiracheta@gmail.com 

 

mailto:chiracheta@gmail.com


About me: 
I started Family Science Night the day I saw a 
successful one pulled off at another school. It 
was a school that didn’t have so many reduced 

lunches as my campus did. I felt as if my 
students deserved the same, if not better 

opportunity. Being a second grade teacher, who 
had just graduated with my M.A. in Reading 

Education (but a secret love for science) and 
survived her first year of teaching, I contacted 
professors, colleagues, and friends. I went out 
and asked the community for donations. I begged 

for help. When you have nothing, (I had no 
budget at the time) how do you pull off 

something that A) no one believes in and B) host 
a spectacular night? For you see, we had “Family 
Nights” before. Where parents sat and listened 
to staff talk about how to do reading or how 
to do math with their child. (instead of letting 
them do it, and providing them the opportunity 
to do it). Our parents felt intimidated and we 

were lucky if we had 20 parents show up. So I 
decided to have all hands on learning, and less 
talking.  For the last 7 years I have kept 

handwritten handouts, lame copies, etc (and the 
kids still loved it) but recently I needed to give 
it a make-over. Also, teachers have been asking 
for a copy and I was too ashamed of my sloppy 
compilation of what I had. (they understood why, 
but I was still mortified!!) So here it is! For you 
to use, keep and share the love of science with 

your students and community!  
Happy Teaching! 

© Second Grade Cup of Tea 
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